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The Boxer – British by birth 

The Boxer 8x8 military vehicle will be exhibited at the Defence and Security Equipment International 

(DSEI) 2019 trade show. 

The Boxer is an 8x8 armoured vehicle which is battle proven, flexible, modular in design, and future 

proof; with excellent ballistic and mine protection qualities. The Boxer is made by ARTEC, a joint venture 

between two German companies, Rheinmetall and Krauss-Maffei Wegmann.  

Rheinmetall BAE Systems Land (RBSL), the new UK joint venture launched by Rheinmetall and BAE 

Systems on July 1st 2019, will play a major role in its manufacture for the British Army’s Mechanised 

Infantry Vehicle (MIV) programme. Headquartered in Telford in the West Midlands, the joint venture will 

sustain around 450 jobs across the UK and is well positioned for future growth.  

The UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) announced they would re-join the Boxer programme via the 

Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation, or OCCAR, in March 2018.  This approach aims to provide 

the UK with a rapid delivery of the proven Boxer vehicle, an open and transparent procurement and 

delivery process, as well as compatibility with NATO allies.  

The programme aims to source more than 60%, by value, of the vehicle content from UK suppliers, 

ensuring that the UK maintains sovereign skills and expertise to support the vehicles through their 30 

year operational life.   

RBSL anticipates this leading to over 400 jobs created and sustained in and around its sites in Telford, 

Washington (UK), Bristol and Dorset.  The complete programme anticipates more than 1000 jobs created 

and sustained nationally. RBSL also intends to double its apprentice intake, as well as maintain this level 

over the next five years.  

With millions of pounds of investment from the UK Boxer team in designing, integrating and delivering 

the Boxer vehicles, there is also potential to export the British-built Boxer vehicles internationally.  

 

  



 

Background information 

Boxer 

Boxer is a state of the art wheeled armoured vehicle with outstanding mobility and protection.  The 

intention is for Boxer to form integral part of the British Army with a service life of 30+ years.  

Its design allows for any Mission Module configuration with a payload up to 15 tonnes. So far, more than 

800 vehicles in various configurations have been supplied to, or ordered by, three NATO nations – 

Germany, the Netherlands and Lithuania – as well as Australia. The Australian armed forces are 

introducing the Boxer under the Combat Reconnaissance Vehicle (CRV) project.  

OCCAR 

OCCAR, whose initials stand for Organisation Conjointe de Coopération en Matière d’Armement, is an 

international organisation dedicated to efficient, effective management of existing and future joint 

armament programmes. Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom are all member 

states. Non-member programme participating states include Finland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Poland, Sweden and Turkey. The organisation is headquartered in Bonn. 
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